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Perry Central’s Top Ten Seniors
The Valedictorian of the
Class of 2020 is Elizabeth
Yang, the daughter of You
Chen Yang and Yan Ping
Chen. Elizabeth will attend
SUNY Binghamton to study
Linguistics. During her
tenure at PCS, Elizabeth
participated in soccer,
basketball, JV softball,
Students Against Destructive
Decisions (SADD), Future
Business Leaders of America
(FBLA), Varsity Club, school musicals, National Junior
Honor Society, National Honor Society, RYLA Camp, and
Envision STEM Camp. In grades 9-11, Elizabeth served
as the class president. As a junior, Elizabeth served as a
Junior Marshal at the 2019 Commencement Ceremony.
She volunteered at events like Rotary Shows, Rake, Rattle
and Roll, Holiday DeLights Festival, and Last Night Perry.
This Highest Honor Roll student earned the University
of Rochester George Eastman Leaders Award. While still
in high school, Elizabeth earned 67 college credits while
enrolled in Genesee Community College’s Accelerated
College Enrollment program.
Representing the Class of 2020 as the Salutatorian is
Bailey Fisher, the daughter of Wayne and Loretta Fisher.
Bailey plans to study Social Work at Liberty University. This
Highest Honor Roll student earned the Hobart and William
Smith Scholarship and the 2019 Livingston County Youth

Award. Bailey participated in
a variety of activities while in
high school, including soccer,
basketball, softball, Jazz Band,
FBLA, Prom Committee,
SADD, Stand Up, and
National Honor Society. She
served as class treasurer, and
volunteered at church and
Saturday morning basketball.
As a junior, Bailey traveled
to Washington, D.C. with
the Close Up program. While
enrolled in the Accelerated College Enrollment program
at Genesee Community College, Bailey earned 60 college
credits.
This year’s third-ranked student, Thaddeus Grierson, will
attend SUNY Alfred to study
Construction Management
or Engineering. Thaddeus
was an active member of the
student-body while at PCS
and participated in National
Honor Society (president),
Student Government
(president), Drama Club
(president), Stand Up, varsity
soccer (captain), band, and
chorus (president). He also
served as a class officer

continued on page 2…

Top Ten continued…
(president). Thaddeus was named an LCAA Tournament
All-Star and Player of the Week in soccer. He earned the
Presidential Scholarship (SUNY Alfred), Principal’s Award,
Clarkson Achievement Scholarship, the Rochester Institute
of Technology Scholarship, Commendable Achievement
Award, and Self-Driven Award. While still in high school,
Thaddeus earned 53 college credits as a student in the
Accelerated College Enrollment program at Genesee
Community College. He is the son of Peter and Karen
Grierson.
Mattea Wooster is ranked
fourth in this year’s senior
class. She participated in
basketball, softball, Math
Club, National Honor
Society, SADD, Stand Up,
Spanish Club, Varsity Club,
and Yearbook. Mattea served
as the senior class treasurer,
and volunteered at events like
the Holiday DeLights Festival
and Rake, Rattle and Roll. As
a junior, Mattea traveled to
Washington, D.C. to participate in the Close Up program.
This Highest Honor Roll student earned the Commendable
Achievement Award, Math Award, and the Rochester
Institute of Technology Scholarship. While enrolled in the
Accelerated College Enrollment program at GCC, Mattea
earned 66 college credits. Mattea, the daughter of John and
Jeanne Wooster, will attend Genesee Community College to
study Nursing.
Ashlee Safford is representing the senior class in the
fifth-ranked spot. She was a member of the volleyball,
cheerleading, and track teams,
as well as Spanish Club and
National Honor Society.
Ashlee was also a volunteer
for the National Wildlife
and Turkey Federation
and the Arts Council for
Wyoming County. She was
awarded the Rensselaer
Medal, the University
at Albany Presidential
Scholarship, the University
at Albany Academic
Distinction Scholarship, and
the University at Buffalo Pride of New York Scholarship.
Athletically, Ashlee was named an LCAA All-Star and
Exceptional Senior. As a student enrolled in the Accelerated
College Enrollment program at Genesee Community
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College, she earned 63 college credits. Ashlee, the daughter
of Joey and Estella Safford, will attend SUNY Binghamton
to study Psychology and then join the Police Academy.
Sarah Phillips, the
daughter of Dave and Judy
Phillips, is ranked sixth in
the Class of 2020. She will
attend Coastal Carolina
University to major in
Sociology. Sarah’s accolades
include being a member
of National Junior Honor
Society and National Honor
Society, as well as earning the
Foreign Language Award,
Commendable Achievement
Award, the Rochester Institute of Technology Award, and
the Harvey E. Anderson Scholarship. Sarah participated in
soccer, basketball, track and field, SADD, FBLA, Wyoming
County Fair 4-H Club, Yearbook, and Varsity Club. Sarah
has volunteered at Suzanne’s Comfort Care Home, and at
events like Rake, Rattle and Roll. Sarah earned 48 college
credits while enrolled in the Accelerated College Enrollment
program at Genesee Community College.
Ranked seventh is William Parker. He was an active
member of the PCS studentbody, serving as Student
Government vice-president,
and participating in varsity
soccer, varsity tennis, National
Honor Society, Chess Club,
Chess Team, Drama Club,
Ski Club, Select Chorus, Jazz
Band, All-County Chorus,
All-County Band, Youth
Court, and Prom Committee.
William volunteered his time
to organizations and events
like Rotary Club, Sticker Shock, Rake, Rattle and Roll, and
the Salvation Army. This Highest Honor Roll student earned
the Principal’s Award, Self-Driven Award, Certificate of
Excellence in Science, Spanish, Instrumental Music, and
Art, and the Commendable Achievement Award. He served
as a Junior Marshal at the 2019 Commencement Ceremony.
Before graduating high school, William earned 61 college
credits through the Accelerated College Enrollment program
at Genesee Community College. William, the son of
Calvin and Amanda Parker, will attend SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry to study Conservation
Biology.
continued on page 3…
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Hannah Dills, the
daughter of Scott and Heidi
Dills, is ranked eighth in this
year’s graduating class. As an
active member of the studentbody, Hannah participated
in Art Club, Spanish Club,
Yearbook (editor), Stand
Up, and Mock Trial. She
was also a cast member of
school musicals and PCS
Groundlings on Stage.
Hannah volunteered her time
at the Perry Public Library. Hannah’s accolades include
being a HOBY representative and junior counselor. She was
crowned Prom Queen at the Junior Prom. She also earned
the Russell Sage Scholarship and the University of Rochester
George Eastman Leadership Award. She earned 52 college
credits while enrolled in the Accelerated College Enrollment
program at Genesee Community College. In the fall,
Hannah will attend SUNY Brockport to study Childhood
Education.
Ranked ninth in the Class
of 2020 is Michael Hockey Jr.
He participated in basketball,
football, tennis, Student
Government (treasurer),
National Honor Society,
SADD (vice president), Stand
Up, Interact Club, and Trap
Club. Michael was a Boys
State representative during
the summer of 2019. He has
served as a church lector, and
volunteered his time at Rake,
Rattle and Roll, Perry Chalk Art Festival, Rotary Shows,
and the Special Olympics. Michael has also extensively
volunteered at the Batavia VA Medical Center. His accolades
include earning the four-year Army ROTC Scholarship, the
Clarkson Achievement Award, and the Clarkson Leadership
Award. As a student enrolled in the Accelerated College
Enrollment program at Genesee Community College,
Michael earned 53 college credits. Michael, the son of Mike
and Tracey Hockey, will attend the University of Michigan
to participate in the Army ROTC and study Data Science.

Rounding out the Top
Ten is Jenelle Lapiana, the
daughter of John and Arlene
Lapiana. This Highest Honor
Roll student participated
in Prom Committee and
National Honor Society.
Jenelle volunteered at events
like the Pumpkin Walk,
Trunk or Treat, Holiday
DeLights Festival, Perry’s
Clean Sweep, and UPK
graduation. Jenelle earned
the Self-Driven Award, Growth Award, Physical Education
Award, and the Keuka College George H. Ball Community
Achievement Award. She earned 43 college credits while
enrolled in the Accelerated College Enrollment program
through Genesee Community College. In the fall, Jenelle
will attend Keuka College to study Nursing.

Close Up 2020
History teacher Wendy Caccamise accompanied students
Elissa Uveino, Chloe Sears, Abby Holderer, Lily Jaques,
Devin Royce, and Michael John Grover on the Close Up
trip this winter. The annual trip brings high school students
from around the country to our nation’s capital to learn about
history and government. Students participated in workshops
and team-building activities, while also exploring the city’s
treasured landmarks and museums.

Michael John Grover, Lily Jaques, Chloe Sears, Abby Holderer,
Elissa Uveino, Wendy Caccamise, and Devin Royce.
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PERRY CENTRAL SCHOOL CLASS OF

Lucas Baker
Utah State University
Business

Wyatte Barrett
Workforce

Trevor Batchelder
Alfred State
Building Trades

Abigail Bucknam
GCC
Forensic Science or Criminal Justice

Gabriel Bucknam
U.S. Marine Corps

Matthew Bush
Alfred State
Architecture

Katelynn Chiappone
Cazenovia or Keuka College

Errol Chisholm III
Niagara County or Monroe C.C,
Criminal Justice/Police
Academy

Brock Conaway
FLCC
Environmental Conservation –
Law Enforcement

Leyah Dauber
Alfred State
Business Administration

Carson DeVinney
FLCC
Environmental Conservation –
Law Enforcement

Hannah Dills
SUNY Brockport
Childhood/Elem. Education

Zachary Fanaro
FLCC
Environmental Studies

Bailey Fisher
Liberty University
Social Work

Jazmin Galton
Workforce

Thaddeus Grierson
Alfred State
Engineering or Construction
Mgmt.

Shauna Hall
Alfred State or SUNY
Morrisville
Agriculture Business

Calie Hewitt
Kettering University
Mechanical Engineering

Rachael Hinz
GCC
Business Administration

Maddison Hnat
Workforce
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Psychology

Michael Hockey Jr.
University of Michigan
Data Science
ROTC

Cathrine Holderer
Hartwick College
Medical Technology

Mackenzie Homer
Workforce

Donovan Hopkins
Army National Guard and/or
MCC
Welding and Fabrication

Russell Johnson IV
U.S. Marine Corps

Cambree Kenyon
GCC
Human Services

Zachary Krawczyk
National Guard

Jenelle Lapiana
Keuka College
Nursing

Cole Leitten
GCC
Criminal Justice

Gavin Lynch
Workforce

Kaelan MacWhorter
Continuing Education
Culinary Arts

Jonathan (Garrett) McClurg
Syracuse University
Business Finance

Autumn Milhollen
Ball State University
Early Childhood Education

Hunter Morey
Workforce
Electrical Union

Emily Page
GCC
Accounting

Tiana Perry
GCC
Nursing

Morgan Phillips
Workforce, Burt’s Lumber or
Lamb and Webster

Sarah Phillips
Coastal Carolina University
Sociology

Kaitlin Pries
Workforce
Cosmetology

Zachary Rosier
Workforce
Auto Body

David Rowland
AIT Diesel Mechanic
Army National Guard

Jeremy Sadowski
GCC
Architecture

Ashlee Safford
SUNY Binghamton
Psychology

William Parker
SUNY College of Environ.
Science and Forestry
Conservation Biology

Mia Robb
Workforce
Certified Nursing Assistant
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Marissa Sears
GCC
Nursing/Counseling

Jade Stone
Attending College

Rhett Thomson
Workforce
Carpenters Union

Taryn True
Onondaga Community
College, Nursing

Tyler Uveino
Undecided
Technology

Dennis VanDuser
FLCC
Undecided

Angel Vasquez-Slon
Workforce
Cosmetology

William Versluis
Workforce

Mattea Wooster
GCC
Nursing

Elizabeth Yang
SUNY Binghamton
Linguistics

Natalee Zwack
SUNY Morrisville
Agriculture Business

Alumni Update
Seniors with Parents Who Graduated from PCSD

Rhett Thomson, son of Kari (Lamphier) Thomson (1995)
and Timothy Thomson (1990)

Morgan Phillips and Sarah Phillips, daughters of Judy (Burt)
Phillips and David Phillips (1994)
continued on pg. 9
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A Life of Service is a Life of Purpose
by Daryl McLaughlin, Superintendent of Schools
My earliest memories of my parents were of
meeting, or participate in a training. Consistently
both serving their community. My mother spent
ask yourself the question: “How can I do more?”
countless hours volunteering with the Perry Fire
Model appropriate communication and
Department’s Ladies Auxiliary. I remember
action. Our words and deeds have outcomes,
being by her side as she and her colleagues
both positive and negative. I often think of the
supported our first responders during emergency
words of Benjamin Franklin with respect to my
events. My most vivid memory of her service to
own conduct: “The best thing to give your enemy
her community was during the 1991 Ice Storm.
is forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a
The Ladies Auxiliary had established an emergency
friend, your heart; to your child, a good example; to a
shelter at the Fireman’s Building. Individuals from the
father, deference; to your mother, conduct that will make her
community came to the shelter to get out of the cold and
proud of you; to yourself, respect; to all men, charity.” Let
get a hot meal. It was the first time I observed the concept
your example be one of inspiration to all.
of need. Up to that point, most of my thoughts centered
on playing outside with my
Remember service
friends. Seeing individuals
can find its way back
Be a person of action. This world will not wait home. We never know
in need, in my community,
dramatically changed my
for you to serve. Find an appropriate outlet,
when we may be in need
perspective. As my mother
of assistance or support.
about which you are passionate, and get started.
would tuck us in to our
Our plans can dramatically
multiple bed layers during
change when life happens.
that chilling time, I would ask
When my mother was
endless questions about my daily observations. Her response
diagnosed with cancer at a young age, it completely altered
was always simple and demonstrated compassion: “We help
the concept of ‘normal’ in my household. Priorities changed
people because it is the right thing to do. We help people
and we had to adjust as a family. The one thing I will always
because we are a community and it is our responsibility to
remember were the countless individuals, families and
take care of each other.” My father’s commitment to his
organizations that assisted us during that time. Initially,
community has never wavered. There were many nights
it was difficult for my parents to accept help because they
we would hear him thunder down the stairs with the local
had never required it. I will never forget the day when my
fire alarm following shortly after. He could spend hours at
mother finished one of her chemotherapy treatments and a
a fire and then return home and head directly to work or
community member offered to bring dinner by the house.
engage with his family. I was fortunate in the fact my father
My mother always cooked for us and to accept a family meal
coached many of my sports teams growing up. All of the
was not easy for her. I remember the person on the other
aforementioned roles and more were his service outlets. To
end of the phone saying: “Karen…I remember all the times
this day, you will still find my dad mowing the lawns for
you helped this community. Let me help you.” From that
many of his neighbors. If you were to ask my dad why he
point forward, my mother and father graciously accepted the
volunteered for so many organizations, he would give you
support of their friends and community members. We all
the simplest of answers: “It’s what you are supposed to do.”
have our own stories of how life has thrown us curveballs.
I grew up with the two greatest teachers of public service. I
Fill a need because we never know when we will be in need.
know the lessons I learned from them were passed down by
With everything the world has experienced recently, it
the same method: getting involved. Service is a large part of
is
easy
to live in the negative. The pathway has been marked
my life today. I have chosen to be a person of action. I have
with
apathy
and disdain and leads to nowhere. To truly leave
chosen to model appropriate communication and action. It
the world better than you found it, you must serve humanity.
is my hope my service will be as contagious as my parents’
service was for me. It is with these thoughts I craft my advice The pathway requires work and the reward is a society
that looks out for the best interests of all. Class of 2020,
for the Class of 2020.
I ask that you continue the lessons learned in your small
Be a person of action. This world will not wait for you
community. A life of service is a life of purpose.
to serve. Find an appropriate outlet, about which you are
passionate, and get started. Make a phone call, attend a
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Pair Advanced to SkillsUSA State
Competition
Seniors Kaitlin Pries and Angel Vasquez-Slon placed second with a near-perfect
score at the SkillsUSA Regional Conference and Skills Olympics at Alfred State
College. The pair participated in the Esthetics competition, which required that
Kaitlin give Angel, who was the model, a 60-minute facial before preparing a
45-minute daytime makeup look and 60-minute theatrical makeup look. One
point was deducted from the pair’s consultation portion of the competition. The
girls qualified for the state competition in Syracuse, which would typically
determine who qualifies for the national competition. Kaitlin and Angel
were both students in the Cosmetology program at the Mount Morris
Career and Technical Education Center.

Angel Vasquez-Slon and Kaitlin Pries

Book Bistro Serves Up Literary Lunch
Welcome to the Book Bistro, where a literary lunch is always on the menu! First grade teacher Penny Baker and reading
teacher Rachel Swenson and Teaching Assistant Mary Hourihan turned a classroom into a Book Bistro during the Literacy
Festival in March. Desks were transformed into fancy dinner tables, complete with tablecloths, faux candles, and flowers. The
goal was to give Mrs. Baker’s students a “taste” or sample of new books. The servers delivered several books to tables for students
to make their selections. At least two or three books were sampled by each student during each “course.” Each student was given
a “menu” to record his/her opinion of the books. Was the book delicious or just okay? Would students “order” this book again?
Students enjoyed healthy snacks like pretzels and grapes while they visited the Bistro. The activity was a great opportunity for
students to get excited about new books and have some fun, too!

Above Left: Penny Baker helps her first graders pick out a book at the Book Bistro. Above Right: Declan Milhollen picks out a book
with the help of Teaching Assistant Mary Hourihan.
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Alumni Update Seniors with Parents
Who Graduated from PCSD

Maddison Hnat, daughter of Ivy
(Alderman) Hnat (1995)

Michael Hockey Jr.,
son of Michael Hockey (1985)

Cambree Kenyon, daughter of Jodi
(Zanghi) Kenyon (1985)

William Parker, son of Calvin Parker (1977)

Ashlee Safford, daughter of Joey Safford
(1987)

Mattea Wooster,
daughter of John Wooster (1985)

Natalee Zwack, daughter of
Beth (Butler) Zwack (1992)

Jenelle Lapiana, daughter of Arlene (Wells) Lapiana (1985)
and John Lapiana (1985)

Donovan Hopkins, son of Cynthia (Phillips) Hopkins (2001)
and David Hopkins (1995)

Jonathan (Garrett) McClurg, son of Judy (Powers) McClurg
(1980) and John McClurg (1979)
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Caring During th

These may be unprecedented times, but they are times for which the District planned. When the county issued its State of Emerg
our students, faculty/staff, and families through this difficult time, but also provide support to the surrounding community. While we can’t
glimpse at the small moments that have made a big difference.

We’re in this together. School-wide projects, a Virtual Service Week,
and more activities helped our entire school community stay connected
over the last several months. Stacey Mileham, a Kindergarten
teacher, organized a school-wide creation of the Perry Family Quilt.
Students created their decorations to showcase their love of Perry. All
the pictures were combined to create one family quilt.

Shawna Smith, a secondary Special Education teacher, personally
delivered care packages to her students at home. They included
personalized notes and treats.
Sophomore
Rachael Paddock
created this sugary
masterpiece to
show appreciation to the work
District staff has
done during the
pandemic.

Our third grade team of Camille Arter, Tracy Borek, Julie
Schneider, Emily Reagan, and Mim Dabramo let their
students know they are loved through this special message.
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he COVID Crisis

gency Declaration on March 15, the District immediately implemented its emergency response and preparedness plan to not only guide
control what the next weeks bring, it’s been incredible to witness the caring that has occurred during this COVID crisis. Below is just a
Remote learning forced our educators and students to step outside their comfort zones.
The result has been creative lessons taught with the use of technology and completed at
home. For example, Megan Burley’s seventh graders submitted photos of the hamburgers
and cheeseburgers they made at home.

Due to extraordinary circumstances,
the District was able to plan early
graduation ceremonies for Taryn
True and Shauna Hall.

Our teachers, administrators, and support staff found ways to
connect with students while social distancing. Pam Patridge paid
her first graders a special visit.
Countless businesses
and organizations have
provided support in a
multitude of ways. For
example, For the Love of
Flour honored this year’s
graduates with goodie bags
filled with sweet treats.
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Perry FFA Update
The Perry FFA would like to thank the community for
supporting its first-ever strawberry sale! There were 321 flats
of strawberries sold. The funds will enable students to attend
upcoming FFA events and conferences.
FFA Members, with the help of Yancy’s Fancy Cheese,
organized a cheese donation to families in the Perry community
as a way to thank farmers in the community. Each FFA
officer wrote letters that were sent to farmers in the area. This
activity provided students with leadership skills they can use as
they continue toward their futures.
The group is hosting a Farm to Table dinner on September 12.
The fundraiser is being organized as a dual effort with Warsaw
FFA and the Warsaw Ag Youth Advisory Council. Products
grown and raised (including chickens, beef, and pork) by Perry
and Warsaw students will be incorporated into a five-course
meal. Flower arrangements for the dinner will be created by the
Perry 2020-2021 horticulture students. A live auction will take
place during the dinner with items that will be sold in support
of the local FFA chapters (Perry and Warsaw).

FFA Sends Three Members to Sub-States
Three FFA members advanced to the sub-state competition on March 14 at Pioneer Central School after performing
well at the Region 9 District Competition on March 3 at Oakfield-Alabama Central. Jan Parker took second in the Junior
Extemporaneous Speaking event, which requires students to give a speech that showcases their agricultural knowledge with
limited time to prepare. Placing second and fifth, respectively, in the Prepared Public Speaking event were Tess McLaughlin
and Abbey Paddock. For this event, both Tess and Abbey wrote and recited a 4-6-minute speech about an agriculture-related topic
of their choosing.
Around 175 students from 14 schools
competed. Noelle Milhollen finished seventh in
the Junior Creed Speaking event, while Emily
Warriner placed seventh in the Junior People in
Agriculture event. Emily Ruiz, Mason Herman,
Rachel Kuhlkin, Olivia Swyers, and Paige Saltsman
also competed. Students who perform well at SubStates normally advance to the State Convention.
This was the first competition that our FFA
members were required to wear official dress, which
included their new jackets. Senior High members
of FFA participate in Career Development Events
(CDEs), while junior high members participate in
Leadership Development Events (LDEs). These
events help members develop college and career
readiness skills, improve critical thinking, foster
teamwork, and promote communication.
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In Retrospect

Shaun Coller, Class of 2009
Shaun Coller’s interest in
flying took off after a trip to
the Geneseo Air Show with
his parents when he was a
child. Annual trips ensued and,
by high school, Shaun was
focused on learning more about
airplanes and aviation. It’s no
surprise that this 2009 PCS
graduate went on to become a
mechanical engineer and earn
his private pilot’s license.
“Throughout middle and high school, my
parents and I would attend at least two to three airshows
each summer,” said Shaun. “I was more or less obsessed with
airplanes and aviation. I would read and absorb as much
knowledge about the subject as I could. When it came time
to start thinking about college, I knew that I wanted to major
in something not only aviation related, but also something
that would provide me with good job opportunities and career
options upon graduation.”
While a college student at Clarkson University, Shaun
had the opportunity to participate in a cooperative education
program that allowed him to take a semester off to work fulltime at Atlas Copco Comptec LLC., a large designer and
manufacturer of industrial gas compressors. During his tenure,
Shaun’s main responsibility was overhauling and expanding the
capability of the company’s outdated test engineering software.
He returned to the company the following summer as an
intern and worked part-time for Atlas during his senior year at
Clarkson.
The experience at Atlas convinced Shaun to expand his
aeronautical degree to include mechanical engineering with
a minor in mathematics. He graduated from Clarkson in
2014 with Bachelor of Science degrees in Mechanical and
Aeronautical Engineering.
“The decision to add the second major was career-driven.
Mechanical Engineering is a more common engineering
discipline and, therefore, having a degree in both Mechanical
and Aeronautical made me more marketable to employers,” said
Shaun.
Upon his college graduation, Shaun began working as a
mechanical engineer for Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY).
The company, which is located in Portsmouth, Virginia, is
responsible for the overhaul, modernization, and repair of
United States warships. Shaun was hired for the Non-Nuclear

Engineering and Planning Department, where he worked on
propulsion piping systems on board aircraft carriers. Shaun
currently plans for upcoming ship maintenance by developing
technical drawings that mechanics use to perform the required
work on the ship.
“I consider it to be a privilege to be able to work on
equipment and technology that not many people have access
to, standing underneath an aircraft carrier at the bottom of a
dry dock is certainly an awe-inspiring experience. My work also
directly affects the safety of both the sailors who live and work
on the ship as well as the mechanics who physically accomplish
the repair work. Being able to contribute to that makes the job
very rewarding.”
Shaun’s career has afforded him opportunities to travel.
While working at Atlas as an intern, Shaun traveled to
Germany to collaborate on a project. Working for NNSY,
Shaun has visited San Diego, California, Washington state, and
Japan. As a member of the engineer recruiting team for NNSY,
Shaun travels back to Clarkson to recruit new engineers.
Shaun’s parents, Harold and Lori, still reside in Perry,
and his two older brothers, Paul and Matt, are also PCS
graduates. Shaun and his girlfriend Katy live in Virginia and
enjoy cooking, hosting friends, and tackling home improvement
projects. He also loves photography, small electronics projects,
and playing guitar. Shaun always makes time for his favorite
hobby – aviation. After years of dabbling, Shaun started flight
training in 2017 and performed his first solo flight the following
year. He earned his private pilot’s license in late 2018.
“The summer after graduating high school I got the chance
to go up in a small airplane for the first time on a scenic flight.
The pilot let me take the controls for a significant portion of
the flight and I think that solidified my desire to get my pilot’s
license,” he said. “After graduating college and working at the
shipyard for a while, I became friends with a coworker who was
a pilot and airplane owner. I went flying with him every chance
I got and he convinced me to actually start working to pursue
my own license.”
As far as his future flying goals, Shaun would like to learn
to fly tailwheel airplanes, as well as get instrument, commercial,
and flight instructor ratings. He would like to become an
aircraft owner one day. Whether it’s in his career or at the
controls of an aircraft, we know this PCS graduate will continue
to soar.

13

Conaway, Paddock Crowned Perry’s
First State Champs
Even with its rich athletic history, Perry had one elusive achievement that dogged the District and community for
decades – no state championships. That all changed on February 29, when senior Brock Conaway became the first state
champion in the school’s history after winning the 182-pound state wrestling championship in Division-II. Just seven days
later, PCS crowned its second state champion when sophomore Rachael Paddock clinched the state title in 3P Air Individual
Prone with a perfect score at the rifle championships – the first title in that sport in Section V history. In just one week, a
new era was ushered in for Perry athletics.

Brock Conaway

While the senior had several goals for this wrestling
season, none nagged at him more than winning a state
championship. It’s fair to say, that prior to this season, most
would consider Brock one of the top wrestlers in the school’s
history. He earned sectional titles as both a sophomore and
junior, and won supersectionals last season before competing
in the state tournament. Of course, that wasn’t enough for
Brock. He began lifting during the summer and played
soccer in the fall to help prepare him for the upcoming
wrestling season.
In addition to the state title, Brock concentrated on
breaking the school’s all-time wrestling wins record, which
was previously set at 189 by Andrew Hollister. He also
wanted to accomplish an undefeated season. Brock would
break the wins record at the Victor Duals in January, and
eventually end his undefeated season with 217 career-wins
and a record of 55-0.
“I got into a groove where I felt good,” said Brock. “As I
got into the postseason, I felt pressure because everyone said
I could do it.”
With first-place finishes at sectionals and supersectionals,
Brock qualified for the state championship, which was held
at Times Union Center in Albany during the weekend of
February 28-29. He prepared with Coaches Phil Leitten,
Corey Hollister, and George West by practicing with
different wrestlers from around Section V. Brock described
the practices as shorter in length but more intense because
the drills were continuous to help build stamina.
Brock felt confident after winning in the state
quarterfinals. He’s been wrestling since first grade, and his
moves out on the mat come naturally. While he was nervous,
Brock approached each round like a regular match, even as
he took on the number one seed for the championship title.
“Being 51-0 and the seventh seed at states, it gave me
motivation to prove everyone wrong,” he said. “Once I got
out there, it felt like another match. After the first takedown,
I knew I was in control of the match.”
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After Brock’s arm was lifted in the air by the referee,
signaling his state victory, he ran off the mat and jumped
into the arms of Coach Leitten.
“Brock’s big win was mind-numbing,” said Coach
Leitten. “After he scored the first points of the match with
a takedown I knew somehow that he was going to win.
Although the final score was 6-4, Brock dominated the
match. He wrestled with confidence all weekend and he
didn’t look back.” Added Brock, “The win was unreal. It took
a minute for it to set in. Phil’s been with me since first grade.
It means a lot that he took me in and I couldn’t have done it
without him.”
Upon returning home from Albany, Brock was treated
to a parade down Main Street. He was honored by the
community’s support.

Rachael Paddock

Rachael not only made school history with her state
championship win on March 7 at West Point, but also
Section V history. Throughout the riflery season, Rachael
competed against Section VI teams because Perry was the
lone Section V team. Rachael’s win handed Section V its first
championship in the sport of riflery.
“I think it’s cool that in the last 60 years as a school, we
didn’t get a state championship, but, in one week, we got
two,” said Rachael.
The irony of Rachael winning the 3P Air Individual
Prone title, with a perfect score nonetheless, is that particular
position was the one she was most worried about. At the state
meet, student-athletes shot from three positions: standing,
kneeling, and prone (lying down). While standing is Rachael’s
best shooting position, she didn’t feel confident at the state
meet until she got to the prone position.
“I wasn’t in the groove that day. Shooting is a mental
sport,” said Rachael. “In prone, I was feeling good.”
Rachael started shooting at the age of 10 with her 4-H
group, Shooting Sports. The PCS Board of Education granted
Rachael and her dad and coach Nate Paddock permission to
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…Rachael Paddock continued
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establish a one-person riflery team this year. Kenmore’s team
generously allowed Rachael to compete alongside its team this
season. After a successful regular season, Rachael set her sights
on the state title and earning a perfect score. Both didn’t come
easily, as Rachael had to hit a target the size of a period in
Times New Roman font size 10.
A parade was held in Rachael’s honor when she returned
from the state championships. She said the community’s
support made the win more memorable for her. In April,
Rachael had planned to travel to Colorado Springs, Colorado,
to compete at the Junior Olympics. Although she’s only a
sophomore, Rachael is looking to the future. She is hoping
to shoot on a Division 1 college team and join the Army
marksmanship unit.
“This sport is so amazing and I wish that other schools
would allow their kids to compete,” said Rachael. “I’m hoping
this win will open people’s eyes about the sport.”
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A Day of Play
When you walked into
Penny Baker’s classroom on
February 5, a pile of blankets
was draped over her back table.
A chorus of giggles emanated
from underneath the makeshift fort that students had
built. Across the hallway,
Dianne Brown’s students were
scattered around the classroom.
One group was playing
Battleship, while another
pair constructed a house with
Lincoln Logs.
Like countless other
schools, PES celebrated
Global School Play Day on
February 5. The objective of
the annual event is to support
unstructured playtime for
students. The entire day – or
just a designated block of
time – involved no screens, no
electronics, and no toys that
required batteries or electricity.
Most importantly, the day
included no structure. Students
could decide what they wanted
to play, whether it be board
games and cards, or dollhouses
and tractors. Students had the
option to read or draw or play
dress-up. Many were eager to

bring in their favorite games
and toys from home. Adults
joined in on the fun, too!
With technology at the
forefront of everything we
do, there has been a decline
of play in our culture. Play
is an integral part of a
child’s cognitive, physical,
emotional, and social
development. This was the
first time PES participated
in Global School Play
Day and Principal Maura
Gilsinan was excited to
see the enthusiasm from
students and faculty/staff
members.
“I put the idea out
to the staff, and they
jumped,” said Principal
Gilsinan. “They know
the importance of having
students interact with each
other without electronics.
We had 6th grade students
playing with 1st graders,
3rd grade students with
Kindergarteners. What an
Top: First graders from Pam Patridge’s class and six graders from
amazing way for our school
Kim Winter’s class play games together. Bottom: Penny Baker’s
to cultivate relationships.”
students built a fort in their classroom.
The day was enjoyed
by all, so much so, third graders are
already campaigning for the event to be
celebrated next year.
“Kids need to move. I am a true
believer in the power of play, not only are
they having fun but they are learning,”
said Principal Gilsinan. “Our students
are able to strengthen peer relationships,
problem solving, etc. They need to
be able to explore in an unstructured
environment. More and more research is
proving the benefits of play for the body
and the brain.”
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Thanks for the Memories
Honoring This Year’s Retirees
“I loved working at Perry because
of the wonderful people I encountered
on a daily basis. The community,
faculty and staff will always hold
a special place in my heart,” said
Candi Snider, who retires after
39 years serving as a school nurse.
Candi will miss the many friendships
she made over the years and hold them
close to her heart. “My Godmother was a
nurse and I decided as a child that I wanted to become a
nurse. After working at a rehab institution for five years, the
opportunity arose for the Elementary School nurse position
and my daughter was in the first grade at the time. I felt it
would be wonderful if I could work near her. It was a great
experience in the old brick building on Leicester Street!”
Some of Candi’s favorite memories from over the years
include students stopping in her office to visit or study.
In retirement, Candi plans to spend more time with her
12-year-old granddaughter and enjoy time at her camp in
Ellicottville.

Sandy Bojanowski is retiring after two decades serving
as the Library Media Specialist at Perry
Elementary School. Sandy chose her
first career as a physical education
teacher after being inspired by her
middle school PE teacher. While
raising her children, Sandy fell in love
with children’s books, and decided
to pursue a career in Library Science.
Sandy will miss the smiles on students’
faces as they came into the library to listen
to a story and borrow books. She’ll cherish the
memories of students and staff interacting with each other
during special events like parades, and dress up days during
Reading Festival Week. “I loved the energy the students
brought every day, and watching the teachers harness that
energy into the love of learning and becoming all they
can.” In retirement, Sandy looks forward to spending time
with her family and enjoying working in her garden. She’s
even considering working in a greenhouse.

“I knew I wanted to teach and
coach, and I also had a different band
director every year in high school. I
wanted to be the band director that
I never had, that stayed put and was
committed to the students.”
Linda Hume has been dedicated
to her High School instrumental
music students for the last 32 years.
Linda’s favorite memories over the last
three decades include over 25 senior class and music trips;
being involved in school musicals for over 20 years; holiday
performances at Rotary Luncheons and Silver Lake Day
Treatment Center visits; senior recognition at the spring
concert; and seeing three girls qualify for the State Meet in
track. “What I will miss most is working with such great
friends (especially fellow class advisors, department members
and coaches); great students; loyal family/community support
for our programs; ‘the one constant at Perry that is Chris
Irwin’; 6th period lunch crew, and ordering out on Fridays.”
Linda loved the people at PCS. “Our faculty and staff are
the absolute best and so supportive of each other; students
who are talented, smart, fun, and genuinely nice kids; and
the families/community. There’s nothing better than a small
school environment and the friendships created with your
students, their families, and your colleagues.” Linda plans
to travel extensively after retiring, as well as relax. You will
also find her cheering on her two daughters as they compete
in college athletics (Lauren swims at Niagara University and
Nicole will compete in track and field).

Mim Dabramo has spent three
decades as a pivotal member of the
Special Education team. Mim, whose
parents were both teachers, believes
the teaching profession chose her.
Three of Mim’s five siblings suffered
from Batten’s Disease, which affected
their vision, speech and movement.
As the big sister, Mim learned how
to guide her brothers down ski slopes, on
tandem bike rides, and during family camping trips. “My
parents raised us to celebrate life in so many ways, no matter
what our limitations. Teaching, somehow, was a natural
extension of this. Nurturing, I guess, – being a facilitator
of joy and learning is what drew me to teaching, thanks to
the example of my parents. The daily routine of laughing,
learning, enjoying life together in the classroom. This is
continued on page 19…
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…Mim Dabramo continued
what I will miss the most about working each day at Perry.”
In retirement, Mim and her husband Mike will continue to
visit their daughter Liz, who lives in California, on camping,
hiking, kayaking adventures. Mim also enjoys life on their
farm, especially time spent in her memorial garden. “I am
so thankful for PES, a place that nurtured my spirit, and
readied me for this next chapter in life!”
“It has been a lifelong dream to instill
my love of music in others.” Joanne
Cole has been doing just that for
her instrumental music students for
the past 29 years. She started piano
lessons at the age of 7, and in fifth
grade, a teacher suggested she attend
Eastman Preparatory School. She
eventually earned a bachelor’s degree
from Eastman School of Music. “I have so
many fond memories of preparing students for concerts and
musicals, and the excitement and joy they have as they are
performing. I also have wonderful memories of activities
and free time with teachers in which we just couldn’t stop
laughing! It was such an honor to be awarded with the Best
Communities for Music Education the past two years.”
There are so many aspects of her job that Joanne will miss,
including staff, students, friends, musicals, concerts, and
All-County. In retirement, Joanne hopes to continue to work
part-time by teaching lessons, accompanying, and substitute
teaching. She would also like to travel and relax! “I loved the
caring attitude from all of the staff and students. I have really
felt at home here and I will miss it. I wish the best for Perry
and will stay in touch.”
“Teaching has always been my passion
– I love working with kids.” Margie
Bittner has dedicated the last 30
years to her special education teaching
position. Margie’s future plans include
spending time with family and her
grandchildren (David and Bella),
traveling, spending time with her dog,
exercising, and reading. “I will miss my
students and the faculty at PCS. Working at
Perry is like working with your family; everyone is kind, caring
and thoughtful. I will miss you all very much! My favorite
memories of Perry have been all the students I have had. Each
one added to my life and will never be forgotten.”

Bryan Earsing has spent the last 24
years teaching science to PCS students. “I
was inspired by my High School biology
teacher, Mr. Rochna, and chemistry
teacher Mrs. Miller. In this new chapter
in his life, Bryan plans to spend more
time with his family and travel, as well as
hunting and fishing. “I will miss everyone
at PCS past and present. I will also miss
how the same student in 8th grade is different
each and every day. I love the friendships I have made with
my colleagues and students. I want to say ‘thank you’ for the
amazing journey.”
“I started ‘teaching’ when I was in
Elementary School, coming home from
school and seating stuffed animals in
my basement to teach. I knew I wanted
a service profession and considered
dental hygiene and nursing, along with
teaching. I worked with Marge Shaw
in the Perry FTA in High School, going
to the Elementary School to help in her
second grade classroom. I also taught
swimming lessons in the Summer Program at Silver Lake,
which helped me to solidify teaching as my choice.” Some of
Kim Winter’s favorite memories from her 35-year teaching
career at PCS include field trips with students and partnering
with Ag in the Classroom. She also enjoyed watching chorus
and band performances, especially the excitement of fifth and
sixth graders as they prepared. Kim will miss the great people
she worked with at PCS, especially the “Old School” memories,
where she began her teaching career at PCS taking over for
her first grade teacher, Edie Mollnow Smith. She doesn’t
have a specific plan for retirement, but has several schoolrelated ideas and would like to volunteer her time. Kim is also
interested in staying active in whatever way makes her feel
fulfilled and connected. She enjoys entertaining for her family,
attending sporting events for her grandchildren, and helping
her grandchildren whenever she can. “I’ve been at PCS since
I started Kindergarten, it has been my life. I loved working at
Perry for the great opportunity that a school setting presents
for the development of long-term relationships. I worked in
many different grade levels and I felt a part of a great team of
professionals who helped each other out and contributed to the
success of so many students!”

continued on page 20…
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…New Faces continued

Melissa Hodnett doesn’t know what
gave her the spark to pursue a teaching
career, but she’s happiest when she’s
helping others. Melissa has dedicated 33
years to teaching the children of Perry,
and had the good fortune of studentteaching with Nancy Meissel. Melissa’s
favorite memories include the fifth grade
Wax Museums, band and chorus concerts,
fourth grade graduations, Autumn Pumpkin
Walks – times when PES families gather together to celebrate
students. “I am going to miss the people - the students, their
families, and all of the truly good people I’ve had the blessing
of working with during my time in Perry. I loved the work. I
loved the struggle to find what works best to help students grow
and learn. I loved being a part of the teamwork among teachers,
support staff, office staff, custodians, and administrators that it
takes to make Perry a great place to work and learn.”
Rich Kuhn has way too many
memories from his 37-year career at PCS
to recall any favorites! This U.S. History
teacher enjoyed his education classes
while in college at SUNY Geneseo and
decided to pursue a career in education.
He’ll miss the people at PCS the most
and his colleagues in the Social Studies
Department – past and present – and the
incredible support staff. “Most importantly,
the wonderful young people I was blessed to work with. The
students were the most important reason to go to school every
day! I will not forget that gift!”
Lisa Coogan has amassed countless
favorite memories during her 29-year
teaching career at PCS. They include:
Eileen MacAvoy singing “The Little
Drummer Boy;” Jackie McDanel’s
Christmas and spring concerts; the
annual Halloween and Hat day Parade;
working with Melissa Hodnett and Lori
Orologio during her early years of teaching;
Kindergarten Friday sing-alongs with Reggie
Ireland and Danyelle Lucky; Mrs. Fahey’s Halloween costumes;
Mark Krysczak and Rodney Allen’s end of the year games;
some of the things her third grade students wrote; the wonder

of first grade students learning to read; and being amazed at
Kindergarteners’ creative abilities, love of play, stories and
immense growth in one year. Lisa believes that teaching chose
her. “I was a vet tech and have a bachelor’s degree in Biology
and Environmental Studies. While working at Arizona State
University in Undergraduate Admissions, I started taking
Elementary Education classes and fell in love working with
young children.” Lisa plans to bike, kayak, hike, camp, catch
up on chores, help others, possibly work part-time and visit
friends. Dog shows and GSP puppies are also in her future. Lisa
also plans to help out her 89-year-old mom, as well as spend
time with her daughter Sarah and her first grandchild, and visit
her daughter Meghan in Arizona. “I will miss the people at
PCS the most - working with Heidi Dills for all these years;
our custodians and cafeteria workers’ sense of
humor and patience; relating to parents’
challenges and being able to help; parents
and the Heibys volunteering; and the
positive connection between the school,
families and the community and a real
sense of caring and support for the
students by all.”
Thirty-four of Sandy Bastedo’s 36year teaching career has been spent teaching
vocal music at PCS. “I chose music education because it
combines two of my favorite things in life - music and working
with young people! I was inspired to learn to play piano from
my grandmother and was very fortunate to have talented music
teachers to learn from.” Sandy has wonderful memories of
teaching at PCS, but her favorites include concerts and trips.
She also enjoyed watching a student’s face light up after an
epiphany moment in class or successful performance, or after
seeing a musical live on Broadway for the first time. Her favorite
memories also include students receiving college acceptance
letters after musical auditions. In retirement, Sandy plans to
spend time with family and friends, as well as working at Yerico
Greenhouses, which is owned by her son-in-law. Of course, she
plans to continue to play and create beautiful music! “I will miss
the people the most. The support of students, faculty, staff, and
community through good times and bad. I will miss the daily
interactions with all of you!” Sandy’s favorite quote comes from
Dr. Per Omland, PCS Superintendent in 1985, “You can lead a
horse to water, but you can’t make them drink…but you can put
salt in the oats!”
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A Day in the Life of a Police Officer
When School Resource Officer (SRO) Matt Masci hit the switch to the
police lights on his patrol car, the students in Brittany Johnson’s and Taylor
Sartori’s classrooms started to cheer. Students were intrigued by the gadgets in
the car. As SRO Masci pointed out instruments and equipment to a student
sitting in the driver seat, three more climbed in the back of the cruiser.
SRO Masci and Officer James Prusak, of the Perry Village Police
Department, visited Johnson’s classroom prior to students touring their patrol
cars. The pair presented on a Day in the Life of a Police Officer. The officers
explained what led each of them into
law enforcement and their roles in
protecting the school and community.
They discussed their training at the Police
Academy and what it’s like to work in a
rural town. Students got to explore some
of the equipment and gear the officers
carry, including trying on bullet-proof
vests. The activity was a great opportunity for our students to connect with role models
they see at school daily and throughout the community.
Top Left: Officer James Prusak uses a cell phone to show student Jayden Cratsley what he looks like on a body camera.
Top Right: SRO Matt Masci helps student Declan Roseboom try on a bullet-proof vest.

A Monumental Moment for PCS Alum
Colonel Scott Holden of the United States Army experienced a monumental moment while recently deployed in Iraq. The
1983 PCS graduate had the opportunity to greet Mike Pence during the vice president’s visit to an Army base in November.
Colonel Holden also introduced the vice president prior to a speech.
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